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CAPTAIN'S REPORT

Having endured and survived a year like no other, we can all hope for a New Year with greater certainty and the
prospect of being able to implement and enjoy planned events on the tennis front at FPTC.

The recess in League Competition play (formerly referred to as ‘Pennants’) means we can use the break to provide
some varied forms of tennis not often encountered at other times through the season.

Information regarding the first of these events has recently been advertised and refers to a Retro Cocktail tourna-
ment being run by Andy this month on Sunday 27 Dec 2020 between 4:00 and 6:30pm.

Andy will also be conducting a further event on Sunday 24" Jan 2021 which involves participation by club mem-
bers in a team format supporting the ‘Battle of the Coaches’. Andy will be advertising this further in the weeks
ahead. Information regarding these events is in following pages of this Topspin edition.

Of course normal organised Social play will continue to feature throughout the Christmas / New Year period on
Saturdays from 2:00pm. Given the high turnout in player numbers over recent weeks, you’re bound to see some
faces you’ve not sighted for a while. For those of you that can’t make it at times on a Saturday, there’s always
some level of social tennis activity on Sunday afternoon and Noel Dawson is always happy to see you.

Upcoming Social Doubles event

Most of you will recall the Saturday Social doubles event ‘with a difference’ that was all set to occur in late Sep-
tember. A ‘full house’ 48 club member contingent were all lined up eagerly waiting to occupy our courts on the
day only to be dealt a harsh blow as the heavens opened up. By popular demand, the event is on again and set to
go on Saturday 9*" January 2021.

This is a free Doubles event and open to all club members. It’s an initiative aimed at offering a varied approach to
Social tennis at times during the season.

The event will be staged in Round Robin format with 4 pairs filling each group. This means each pair will play at
least 3 sets, the winner of each group progressing to contest a ‘Grand Final’ set. Prizes will be on offer for those
featuring in the Finals.

Play commences at 1:00pm. Registration at the sets desk should occur no later than 12:45 pm. To enter, please
email Osman at hadu1960@hotmail.com, or message on 0402 880 436 with your name and partner’s name.
Entry to the event closes on Monday 4™ January 2021.

Players should preferably arrange their own partners. If you are unable to do so, this should not deter you from
playing in the event as the club will endeavour to assign you a suitable partner. Juniors are welcome to participate
but must be partnered by a senior member.

The committee urges you to display your usual spirit by participating in this upcoming Doubles event on Saturday
9t January 2021. As members are required to pre-commit to the event (as above) and all courts will be allocated
to the event, there will not be the usual format of organised social play available on the day for those not entering
the event.

Best wishes for a safe, peaceful Christmas and a wonderful New Year!

Art Ferreira



SOCIAL REPORT

The last few months have been very busy socially at Floreat Park Tennis Club, so hopefully you
kept up to date with all things social via flyers, Club Spirits, announcements at afternoon tea
and emails. 2021 will see the introduction of “Club Spark” so there will be a one-stop website
for all information related to FPTC.

The Club Opening Day had to be postponed a week, due to unusual and unexpected wet
weather, to Saturday November 21st. On a beautiful sunny day the courts were very full
and members enjoyed some great sets and afternoon tea treats. The Mayor Keri Shannon
“opened” and wished us well for the forthcoming season. Tennis was followed by drinks and
delicious satay sticks in the Racquet Bar kindly provided by the Club.

Our annual Christmas Party was held on Saturday 5th December with record numbers (73) in
attendance at the Masquerade themed party where we were entertained by soloist/guitarist
Sean Scott and indulged in a three-course meal. Jan very kindly cooked us a wonderful pork
curry and baked barrumundi. | do think the clubrooms looked great and the setting up and
decorating was made a lot easier by volunteer club members Catherine, Chris, Penny, Adrian
and Fred together with social committee members Antonette, Anne, Lesley, Michelle and Jan
who all worked tirelessly so many, many, many thanks everyone!

A huge thank you also to those who made the delicious desserts for us all to demolish!

There would be no party without the wonderful bar staff who volunteered to man the bar and
keep us in “party-mode” throughout the evening. Mike Eyre, Fred Santich and Marie-Claire are
to be congratulated for their enormous contribution to the Club along with the usually indomi-
table John Lemmon who unfortunately succumbed to iliness and could not attend.

Our next planned social event will be the usual Australia Day tennis morning followed by a
champagne breakfast on Tuesday 26th January. Hope to see you there!

Best wishes everyone for a very Merry Christmas and a happy and safe Covid-free New Year.

I¥'s net what's under the
Christmas tree that meHers
H's whe around H..

Denise Cramer




LINE CALLS : A CASE FOR BEING GENEROUS

Many of us believe the hallmark of a FPTC member is one characterised by a sense of fair play at all times, good
humour and generous club spirit.

It came as some surprise therefore when a few members, each separately, approached me recently on a matter
causing them some concern. Essentially, their enjoyment of playing social tennis at the club is being marred by
poor line calls that perhaps occur more often than they should. Fortunately this is happening only among a narrow
band of players.

An incorrect call may sometimes occur if one is not suitably positioned in relation to the ball. At times like this, and
in fact throughout your entire time on court, a sense of fair play must remain uppermost in your mind.

A generous line call from you will, more often than not, be reciprocated by your opponent(s). The reverse may also
be true.

If you happen to be unsure about making an out call, give your opponent the benefit of doubt. When playing
Doubles you may also consult your partner. Bear in mind it’s the responsibility of each pair to jointly make
consistently correct calls. If you regularly follow this approach your opponents will be less inclined to feel hard
done by.

As a last resort one may ask the question of an opponent, or their partner, as to whether they felt sure about their
line call. This should be done in a subtle manner, accept the response given and under no circumstance engage in
any further conversation.

‘Tis the season of goodwill, so time to make some lasting resolutions aimed at improving outcomes on this theme.
To the vast majority of FPTC members who have always strived to be fair and often generous with their line calls,
well done and continue to lead the way!

Whilst on the subject of fairness and etiquette let’s briefly touch on foot faulting. With few exceptions, many of us
are sloppy in our approach to this regulation and there is much benefit in acquainting ourselves with what’s
required to avoid falling foul of the foot fault rule.

If you don’t think you’re a ‘Faulter’ ask someone knowledgeable to watch you — you may be surprised with their
summation, especially if you have that straying or sliding foot ‘syndrome’. If this is you, stand much further back of
the baseline when taking your service position. This may provide a better chance of keeping the transgressing foot
(or feet) from making contact with the baseline or the court playing area before striking your serve.

So perhaps time for another resolution, the reward being a return to fair play and perhaps an incident free Club
Championships in April (dates soon to be announced!)

Artur Ferreira
Club Captain

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bafy26CDNdc&ab_channel=Essential Tennis-Les-
sonsandInstructionforPassionatePlayers) - FUNNY!!
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RETRO COCKTAIL
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Please support our Club Sponsors

Having founded Abel McGrath, and after 13 years of phenomenal growth and
award-winning success, I am proud to announce our re-brand. Abel McGrath the
Property People, Leederville and Subiaco and now Cottesloe, will now be simply Abel
Property. Our merger with Olifents real estate in Cottesloe, allows us to fully service
the greater Western Suburbs and beyond.

We are in the People business. Yes we sell and manage property, but it is our passion
and skill for working with real people -sellers,

buyers, landlords and tenants, that set us apart.

We truly believe that our success can only be

achieved through your success. YOU are the abel . ro ' ert J

IMAGINE a second storey addition on your home in weeks — not months.
With our new modular home improvements we can give you exceptionally
high quality home extensions in a fraction of the time. If it’s a traditional
extension/ renovation you require, no problem we specialise in those too!!

9414 1789 www.nxprojects.com.au

European Ceramics is cne of Perth’s largest importers of v

Ceramic Tiles. Young, vibrant, hands-on owners with local and eur()pean
international market knowledge ensures European Ceramics ceramics
will take your next project beyond your expectations.

www.europeanceramics.com.au

Sports Surfaces specializes in the full construction,
surfacing and/or resurfacing of tennis courts, cricket
wickets, bowling greens, netball and basketball courts.
They also provide surfaces for pool surrounds, patios and
backyard landscaping. www.sportssurfaces.com.au

Our courts are from Sports Surfaces so that says 'it all’ 111

SKIN CHECK DOCTOR We are a boutique skin cancer clinic specialising in early detection
and management of skin cancers. Our medical director DrGlenn Liew has been involved in skin
cancer since 1996 and is fully certified for dermatoscopy and skin cancer surgery.

At SCD we offer a unique personalised service where our doctor performs all Total Body Skin
Checks, biopsies and excisions so there is always total continuity of care. We have been
endorsed by Melanoma WA for the level of service that we provide.

For all skin check appointments with Dr Liew please call 61610661. SCD offers all full members

of Floreat Park Tennis Club a 10% discount on Total Body Skin Checks!
m




WEST COAST AUDIOLOGY, Wembley Downs is an independent hearing service established
in 2006 with the goal of offering independent, superior quality, professional hearing services
with care, dedication, enthusiasm, honesty and integrity. Our services are provided in a state
of the art clinic which is equipped with the highest level sound booths, latest diagnostic testing
technology, and latest hearing aid fitting and verification tools. Being independent allows our
highly trained university trained Audiologists to provide superior hearing aid products and
services. Please call for more information or phone 9245 5455 for

an appointment. GP referrals and self-referrals are welcome. .

West Coast Audiology * '@ 77
Crestwood Building, U6-23 Bournemouth Cres., 2

i
Wembley Downs WA 6019. www.westcoastaud.com.au S

WestCoastAudiology

MORE SPONSORS ALWAYS WELCOME
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