
Kevin LONERGAN 
1930 – 2020 

It is with sadness that Tennis Seniors Australia announces the passing of 
Kevin LONERGAN who was a great contributor to the South Australian 
Division and the national association for many years. 

Kevin (b. 27/8/1930) as a 20-year-old moved to Victoria and played A 
Grade Pennant for Grace Park. A highlight of this time was that Harry 
HOPMAN would visit the complex each Sunday morning and give Kevin and 
his team mates a Hopman-style workout.  

Kevin returned to Adelaide and represented South Australia in annual 
interstate tennis challenge matches against Victoria from 1952-1958 and 
attained the ranking of Number 2 in South Australia. It was during this time 
Kevin won the "Burr" medal for best and fairest 3 times going on to be a 
professional coach at Memorial Drive for several years.  

At 33, Kevin went on to play the international 
tennis circuit competing in Wimbledon 
qualifying and the French Open plus 13 other 
European tournaments, winning two titles in 
France and Switzerland. He furthered his 
passion for tennis as a senior by playing in the 
US, UK and Europe many times, playing in 21 
tournaments in Europe in 1990 alone and 
winning three of the over-55 singles titles in 
France, Germany and Italy.  

As a senior, Kevin won the Australian men’s & 
mixed doubles titles in 1990 and represented 
Australia in the world team championships in 
1990, 1991, 1992, 1993 & 1996. He was a 
regular on the senior’s circuit before retiring 
from tennis for about 20 years and made a 
comeback in 2016 in the MS85+ at the 
Australian Seniors Championships in 
Shepparton. In 2017, Kevin prepared for the 
Oceania Regional Championships at Kooyong 
in the MS85+ by training four times a week 
and worked with a coach to improve his 
fitness and skills (refer to article hereunder 
titled ‘Kevin returns to the circuit 86’), which is 
indicative of his commitment to his tennis. 
This was a special occasion as daughter Kerry 
travelled from the Gold Coast and sister 
Pauline WARD from Adelaide to play in their 
respective age groups to make it a family 
affair. 

Kevin LONERGAN was an inspirational 
member of the Kensington Gardens Tennis 
Club imprinting a long-lasting legacy, 
particularly with junior development. 
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